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FINAL DETERMINATION
Cause of Fire: ELECTRICAL FAULT — Improper temporary wiring in SW corner

Classification: Accidental (Non-arson)

Detailed Findings
1. A temporary extension cord (non-industrial grade) was used to power a portable heater in the SW

corner rest area. The cord showed signs of overheating and insulation failure.

2. Arson has been RULED OUT based on accelerant testing (negative) and burn pattern analysis.

3. The fire was exacerbated by: (a) blocked fire escape routes (shelving units obstructing designated fire

exits), and (b) expired fire extinguishers in Zone B.

4. Fire safety violations confirmed: Fire escape routes blocked, overdue fire safety inspection (last

inspection Dec 2023, remediation deadline Jan 15 2024, not completed as of fire date).

Recommendation: Insurance company may apply fire safety non-compliance deductions per policy terms.
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